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LIEUTENANT CHIAFARI: The time is now 

4:20 in the afternoon. This is an interview 

with Firefighter Tim Marmion, M-A-R-M-I-O-N, 

from Engine Company 16 of the New York City 

Fire Department. I am Lieutenant Joseph 

Chiafari of the Safety Command conducting an 

interview with the following individual. 

Q. Okay, Tim, can you state your name and 
describe for me the events taking place on 
September 11th, 2001. 

A. My name is Tim Marmion from Engine 16. 
I worked night tour the night before on Monday 
the 10th. I was scheduled to work the day tour 
on the 11th. 

We got the call at about I guess 10 to 
9. We came down to the Trade Center. When I got 
on the rig, one of the guys told me -- I had been 
in the rack before that working the night before. 
We had a pretty rough night, so since I was in 
the rack, I wouldn't have been aware of anything 
going on. 

The guy told me -- what I heard on the 
voice alarm was explosion in the Trade Center. 


When I got on the rig and started down there, a 
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guy told me a plane had hit. At that time they 
thought it was a small plane. 

We proceeded down the FDR Drive. You 
could see the Trade Center from there. At that 
time I realized it was more than a small plane, a 
bigger aircraft, because you could see the fire 
and the size of the hole in the side. You knew 
it was much bigger than the guy thought it was. 

We arrived underneath the Trade Center 
at about 9:00. We went to move the rig. We 
tried to make a turn. We couldn't make the turn. 
So we got out and repositioned the rig. As soon 
as we got back in the rig, that's when the second 
plane hit. We proceeded around the corner, and I 
believe we parked an Vesey Street. 

We walked around into the lobby where 
the command center was. There was Commissioner 
Von Essen, Chief Feehan, I believe Ganci was 
there, and I'm sure Mykal Judge was there. There 
was a bunch of guys standing there. Those were 
the only people I saw in the lobby besides 
building personnel. There were no firemen in the 
lobby. 


They told us we were with 1 Engine. 1 
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Engine arrived a few minutes later, and they told 
us to take three rollups and a standpipe kit up 
between the two companies so we could piggyback 
them up there, switching on and off every six 
floors or so, taking a breath in between. As far 
as I know, they told us to proceed up as high as 
possible to see what was going on up there. 

We started up. About every six floors 
or so we would switch on and off with the 
rollups. There was a steady stream of civilians 
coming down. There was a steady stream of 
firemen and a few cops scattered in there going 
up. It was orderly, both sides. 

We got up to the 22nd floor. We used 
that as a rest area. The officers went to find a 
command center they had heard about which I think 
eventually wasn't one of our command centers; it 
was a Port Authority command center that was on 
that floor. 

At that time is when the other tower 
fell. We were in the tower by West Street. I 
believe that's tower number one. So at that time 
the tower number two collapsed. We were on the 


22nd floor. We waited for the officers to get 
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back and regrouped. 

The building shook. The lights went 
out. There was some discussion about continuing 
up or to leave the building. I had heard ona 
radio that somebody else was wearing standing 
next to me, "Evacuate the building." 

We had a brief discussion. I was told 
that they meant the civilians. I felt at 10:30 
they weren't trying to evacuate civilians. The 
Civilians were leaving at a quarter to 9 when the 
first plane struck. It was a foregone conclusion 
that they were leaving the building. 

At that time when they told people to 
evacuate -- that was the word I heard, 

"evacuate" -- they were talking about us, get 
out. I believe the officer of 1 Engine tried to 
call down to the lobby just to verify that. 
Whether or not he got through, I'm not sure. I'm 
assuming he did, because then he turned around 
and told us to get down. 

We proceeded down. I made sure that 
all the guys in our company were ahead of me and 
they were starting out. We proceeded down, it 


was an orderly evacuation, people leaving the 
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building at that point. Everybody was leaving at 
that time. There was very few, if anybody, going 
up at that point. 

Around the 10th or 11th floor was where 
I saw the large black woman that 6 Truck had 
encountered. There were at least 10 or 12 
firemen ahead of me that had asked the woman if 
she wanted help down. There was a security guard 
from the building, a Port Authority cop or 
someone with plain clothes and with a gun. He 
was adamant that he had her, he would take care 
of her. 

So we continued on down. The next 
floor there was a woman on a stretcher that was 
being carried by a civilian. A couple of 
fireman, myself included, relieved those people 
on that stretcher and carried her down the 
remainder. 

I met a couple of the other firemen 
that were at the bottom of the stairs waiting 
there for me, and we took the stretcher from 
there and brought it out to an ambulance. 

As far as I know, there was no smoke 


condition in the lobby at that time. I thought 
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the command center was still being manned. I 
don't know if that's true at this point. There 
were people over there. I assumed it was the 
same people that I had left earlier, probably an 
hour, before. That might not be the case. I'm 
told that Ganci and Feehan and those guys went 
across the street, actually by that time. 

We took the person out. We put her in 
an ambulance that was parallel with the Trade 
Center on West Street. We proceeded to walk 
north on West Street. We were out of the 
building a couple minutes, less than five, I 
would think, I was told, and the building started 
to come down. We ran up West Street. 

We regrouped again, got all the guys 
together. Eventually we dove into one of those 
buildings that were there to get out of the 
smoke. You could feel the smoke and the heat 
from where the building hit the ground. We 
regrouped and just waited in the staging area. 

We wanted to go back. I told them that 
we had lost our lieutenant. We didn't know where 
he was. Also our truck wasn't heard from in 


quite some time, and we wanted to know where they 
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were. Nobody really had any information at that 
point. 

Pretty much the rest of the day we just 
searched the perimeter looking for these people. 
Eventually our officer who had lagged behind 
somewhat, he told us that he climbed out of the 
building. He was in that area with 6 Truck and 
that woman. 

He was in that area with several 
others -- a couple chiefs and other various 
people. He had climbed out two or three hours 
later. I actually didn't see him until probably 
9 or 10 or clock that night when he came back to 
the firehouse. We got back about 8:00. 

The rest of the day was just us sitting 
in a staging area. They told us we couldn't go 
back in. That's about it. 

Q. Okay, Tim. You mentioned the 22nd 
floor. Do you recall what amount of time it took 
you to get from the lobby to the 22nd floor? 

A. If you could tell me what time that 
building collapsed. 

Q. The other tower collapsed approximately 


like 5 after 10. 
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A. So we were on the scene for an hour at 
that point. It probably took us 45 minutes to 
get up there, I would think. I would think at 
about a quarter after 9 we started up. So if 
that happened a little after 10, I would think 45 
minutes. 

Q. 45 minutes? 

Do you recall what stairway designation 
that you took up? 

A. The stairway probably close to West 
Street on that side of the building, next to one 
of the elevator banks. They also told us to stay 
away from the elevator banks, that they were 
coming down. 

Q. Yeah, they were afraid of them 
collapsing. 

A. I don't remember any of the companies 
that were up there on the floor with us aside 
from 1 Engine. The 1 Engine officer, by the way 
didn't make it out. He perished. I don't know 
if he lagged behind getting guys down, trying to 
get as many down as possible. He didn't make it 
out. 


Q. Okay. Very good. Anything else you 
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want to add that has any importance to yourself? 
A. Yeah, I was wondering if they actually 
had a plan for us, what we were going to do once 
we got up there to the 50th, 60th floors, if 
there was any idea whether or not there was any 
stand pipe in service for us to carry these 
rollups up there, what was going to be the plan. 

Did we have a plan to put out this fire 
or was it just -- that was the scary thing for me 
when I entered the lobby and didn't see any 
firemen there. I have been to many third alarms, 
and that's one thing, when you have third alarms, 
there's a hundred firemen around the command 
center. 

There wasn't one fireman in that lobby 
that I saw. There was only four chiefs and the 
Commissioner, something like that. Apparently 
their idea for fighting this thing and trying to 
get people out was just everybody up, everybody 
up. 

The thing that scares me -- people say 
that we weren't lucky with this thing. I think 
we were. I think if this building would have 


collapsed an hour later, we would have had a 
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thousand firemen in there. If it would have 
collapsed three hours later, we would have had 
10,000 firemen in those buildings. 

That was going to be their aim, get 
everybody in there. If they weren't up in the 
building, they would have been standing around 
the command center in the lobby. They would ha 
set up another one inside the other lobby. 

So I think we were blessed when we on 
lost 300 guys at that time. We would have lost 
less civilians, but we would have lost tons and 
tons more firemen. I think that's something th 
should think about. 

I don't know how they planned on 
putting that fire out. You've got 20, 30 -- 

Q. You bring a rollup up there with the 
intention of using it on a fire. 
A. I don't know what the other intention 


was. 
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Q. Yeah, bringing it up that many floors. 


A. I don't know what their idea was goin 
to be for us to use that. I can't believe they 
thought -- I wonder if they had gotten any 


reports whether or not the standpipe was even 


g 
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working at that time. I can't believe it was 
working if the inner core of the building was 
destroyed when the plane hit. That's where all 
the standpipes are. 

Q. I don't know if it was available or 
not. 

The officer of Engine 1, any other 
individual you may have seen prior to the 
collapses that you knew that did not survive 
this? 

A. Not that I was with. He was really the 
only one. I only considered us with 1 Engine. 
We had seen 3 Truck on the way in. They had 
asked us which way was the lobby where the 
command center was. We pointed them to where we 
thought it was, and that's where they all 
proceeded. They went ahead of us. I guess being 
a Truck company, they told them to go right up. 
I don't believe any of those guys made it out. 
It was a small group. 

They weren't with Patty Brown and those 
guys. It must have been other guys that made 
their way down there on their own. I wasn't sure 


if they had masks on. I'm not Sure. 
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LIEUTENANT CHIAFARI: All right. The 
time is now 4:32. This now concludes the 


interview with Firefighter Marmion. 


13 


